A Reader’s Guide to

OOPS!
Poems by Alan Katz
Drawings by Edward Koren

ABOUT THE BOOK
Find your funny bone and grab your giggles! Oops! is an adventure through the hilarious landscape created by
Alan Katz and Edward Koren. From the kingdom of His Royal Sloppiness (also known as the prince of fingerprints) to the trouble-ridden Pencil-vania, this is a world of hallway hijinks, show-and-smell, clean-freak parents,
dentist dilemmas, bothersome brothers, and sinister sisters. If you are a kid, or you know a kid, or if you ever were
a kid, this is a poetry collection to cherish (but wipe your hands first!).
ABOUT THE AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR
ALAN KATZ has written for laughs in print and on television for more than a quarter of a century. His humor
has graced many Emmy-nominated programs, including The Rosie O’Donnell Show, as well as the Grammy
Awards and Tony Awards. The author of many funny books for young readers, including the bestselling Take Me
Out of the Bathtub, lives in Connecticut with his wife and four children. For more information about Alan please
visit www.alankatzbooks.com.
EDWARD KOREN is best known for the more than 1,000 cartoons he has drawn for The New Yorker magazine.
He has illustrated books by Delia Ephron, Peter Mayle, and George Plimpton, and is the recipient of a Doctor of
Humane Letters Degree from Union College and a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship. He lives in Vermont
with his family.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
Before (and after) you read this book . . .
•
Look at its cover illustration, reading the title and information aloud. What, if anything, do you think is
unusual about this book cover? What does the cover lead you to think about what will be inside this book?
•
What does the word “oops” mean to you? When do you say this word? Does saying “oops” usually mean
something good or something bad has happened? Can an “oops” be funny, exciting, or helpful? Why or why not?
•
The cover tells readers that the book contains poems. What is the best poem you have ever heard or read?
What do you like most (or least) about reading poetry and why?
•
Write down (or try to remember) your answers to the questions above. Review these answers after reading the book. Was the inside what you expected? Have your responses been changed by the poems you read?
While you read the book . . .

•
When authors organize their poetry into books, they often choose their first poem to set the tone, or mood,
for the ones that will follow. Why do you think Alan Katz chose “WHOOSH!” as his first poem? What kind of
expectations does it give readers for the poems to come? Why do you think he chose “OOPS!” as the title for his
book? If you had written this book, would you have made the same choices for first poem and title poem? If not,
which poems would you have chosen and why?
•
In literature, “voice” describes the writing style of the author and often the character the author imagines
is saying the words he or she writes. What type of character do you imagine is saying the words of the poems in
OOPS!? How old is the character? Is the character a boy or a girl? Is the character well-behaved or naughty, smart
or silly, happy or sad? Give examples from poems in the book to support your answers.
•
How do the illustrations help readers enjoy the poems in this book? Choose your favorite two or three
illustrations and explain why you enjoy them. Do the illustrations show what is happening in the poem? Do they
suggest a different way to understand a word or idea in the poem? Do they add another funny element to the page?
•
How does the author play with names in such poems as “Hygiene” and “Squidding Around”? What other
poems explore ideas about names?
•
Find at least three poems that deal with grammar, spelling, or other writing challenges. (Hints: “My
Word!”, “Trouble in Pencil-Vania.”) Do you struggle with any of the writing difficulties described in the poems?
How might you use these poems to help you improve your writing conventions?
•
Many of the poems in this collection deal with school. In what ways is your experience of school similar
to, or different from, what is described in OOPS!?
•
In the final poem, “See Ya,” the author writes directly to you, the reader. Have you ever before read a
poem, or story, written to you? How did this make you feel? Do you think most authors think about the people
who will one day read the book they are writing? If you were to write a book of poetry today, what might you
call it and what type of reader might you hope would enjoy your poems?
WRITING & RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
•
On a scrap of paper, write down the page numbers of your favorite three or four poems. Write down the
silliest idea or joke you read in the book. Write down one thing you learned, or thought about in a new way, after
reading these poems. Share your notes with friends or classmates.
•
Hold a poem election. Have classmates or friends nominate three favorite poems from the book. Take a
vote to find the winning poem. Have a teacher or other adult help you copy the poem onto a large sheet of paper
(at least 4 feet x 4 feet) with the heading “And the winner is . . .” Use markers, paints, or other illustration media
to surround the poem with drawings showing why you like this poem.
•
Write a letter to Alan Katz or Edward Koren in which you note your favorite poem or picture from OOPS!
What would you like to know about the author’s or illustrator’s life, writing or drawing training, or inspirations?
Include a question about one of these topics in your letter.
•
From school to parents to sports, list at least four (and as many as eight or ten) subjects covered by poems
in this collection. Note the pages on which poems of each of these categories appear. Take a count to see which
subject is featured in the most poems and which themes are used the least. Make a pie chart, table, or graph showing the results of your count.
•
The author has fun with numbers and letters, using them as words (“8” for “ate”; “C” for “see”). Try writing a poem that plays with numbers, letters, or both. Add a pencil illustration. Combine your finished poem with
those of friends or classmates to create a booklet of “Gr8 Poems 4 U 2 Read!”
•
From television remotes to computer mice, describe some of the ways both author and illustrator have fun
with the theme of technology. Think of a fun or funny experience you have had with an electronic device and
explain how you might turn it into a poem. Draw a funny picture of a computer, cell phone, or other device.
•
Write a poem about your name: Write the letters of your name vertically on a sheet of paper and begin
each line of the poem with a letter from your name. Research the meaning of your name online and use this information in your poem. Or, ask a family member to explain how you got your name or nickname and share this
story in your poem.

•
Writers and illustrators often take notes to help them remember ideas and images to use in their work.
Keep a journal in which you record fun, funny, and interesting things that happen in your week or month. Use
notes from your journal as the inspiration for an illustrated poem or story.
•
Explore poetry at your school or local library. Look for stories told in verse or rhyme, and for poetry collections. What are the most unusual or interesting topics authors have explored in verse? Which authors have the
most books of poetry on your library’s shelves? Check out a poetry book to read with family or friends.
•
On a hot, rainy, or snowy school day, have a poetry read-in. Arrange chairs in a large circle, passing
OOPS! and other poetry books around so that everyone has a chance to read a poem aloud. With a teacher’s permission, serve fun snacks such as twisty pretzels and gummy bears.
RESOURCES FOR POETRY & COMIC ILLUSTRATION
The Academy of American Poets - http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/318 (Poetry Read-a-Thon)
The Childrens Poetry Archive - http://www.poetryarchive.org/childrensarchive/home.do
How to Write a Funny Poem (pdf) - http://www.jackprelutsky.com/flash/pdf_docs/HowToWriteAFunnyPoem.pdf
Poetry from A to Z: A Guide for Young Writers by Paul Janeczko
So, You Wanna Be a Comic Book Artist? by Philip Amara
Understanding Comics by Scott McCloud

